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The lowly shepherds look 
upon the Christ Child, as Mary 
and Joseph keep devoted 
watch. During this holy season, 
and always, may we each adore 
him as Our Lord and serve him 
with humble faith.

JOseph F. NauMaNN
archbishop of Kansas City in Kansas

JaMes p. KeLeher
archbishop emeritus of Kansas City in Kansas



In the part of 
South St. Louis 
where I grew up, 

on Halloween it was
not sufficient for children 
to come to the door and 
just say, “Trick or treat!” in 
order to be rewarded with 
some candy. Children were 
expected to sing a song or 
tell a joke. 

If you have participated 
in a Mass that I celebrated 
and heard me struggle 
through singing the 
doxology at the end of 
the eucharistic prayer, 
you understand a song 
was not an option for me. 
Sometimes, in lieu of jokes, 
children would tell riddles. 
One of my favorite is: “What 
is greater than heaven, 
worse than hell? Dead 
people eat it. Live people eat 
it and die.”  

“Infinity Dwindled to 
Infancy” is the title of the 
last book written by the 
late Jesuit Father Edward T. 
Oakes. Many of our priests 
who did their theological 
studies at Mundelein 
Seminary in Chicago had 
Father Oakes as a professor. 
In the first chapter of his 
book, Father Oakes explains 
the difference between a 
paradox and a contradiction. 

One of the logical 
premises for all scientific 
study is Aristotle’s law 
of noncontradiction. 
Father Oakes argues for 
a distinction between the 
absurdity of simultaneously 
holding contradicting 
positions as both true and 
paradoxical statements that 
lead us to discover deeper 
truths. 

Father Oakes maintains 
that poets most readily 
grasp “the value of paradox 
as a valued avenue to truth.” 

To illustrate his point, 
he uses a passage from 
Shakespeare’s “Romeo and 
Juliet.”  

In the passage Father 
Oakes selected, Friar 
Lawrence is speaking to 
Romeo right before he is 
to marry Juliet. Romeo and 
Juliet have been separated 
only for a few hours but, 
in their adolescent love, it 
seems to them an eternity. 
Sensing that Romeo is too 
eager for Juliet’s arrival, 
Friar Lawrence cautions:

“These violent delights 
have violent ends,

And in their triumph die, 
like fire and powder,

Which as they kiss 
consume. The sweetest honey 

Is loathsome in its own 
deliciousness

And in the taste confounds 
the appetite.

Therefore, love 
moderately. Long love doth 
so.

Too swift arrives as tardy 
as too slow.” 

Through Friar Lawrence, 
Shakespeare gives the 
audience an insight into 
love, the truth of which is 
confirmed by their own 
experience. What on the 
surface might seem clearly 
contradictory yields a truth 
that more linear logic is 
unable to describe.

Father Oakes notes 
that philosophy has a long 
tradition of accepting 
paradoxical truth. Some 

philosophers readily 
acknowledge the reality 
of apparently conflicting 
statements both being true. 
To illustrate his theory, he 
points to the claim of stoic 
philosophy that only those 
are free who know they are 
not free.

In reflecting on the 
meaning of Christmas, 
the Christian believer is 
presented with a number 
of paradoxes. How can the 
eternal become temporal? 
How can a baby born into 
the world be worshiped as 
the creator of that world? 
How can the unchanging 
enter into the world of 
change? How can the 
Immortal One come into the 
domain of death? How can 
an infinite God become a 
finite man? How can a virgin 
be a mother? How can God 
die? How can a dead man 
live? These are just some of 
the paradoxes our Christian 
creed contains.

Yet, if paradoxes can 
help us understand the 
complexity and beauty 
of human love, can they 
not also help us to grasp 
the wonder and awe of 
the Word made flesh? We 
must be careful not to 
oversimplify our faith by 
attempting to confine it into 
the straightjacket of logic.  

Father Oakes begins 
his book by quoting G. K, 
Chesterton: “The key has no 
logic to its shape. Its logic 
is: it turns the lock.” The 
miracle that we celebrate at 
Christmas is one that defies 
reason. How could God, 
the creator of the universe 
and author of life, become 
a human being? To the non-
believer, this cornerstone 
to Christianity makes no 
sense. For the Christian, it 
is this paradox that is the 
key opening the lock to the 

door for understanding all 
of reality.

The wonder and awe of 
the miracle of Christmas 
is best expressed in 
poetry. For your Christmas 
meditation, I offer examples 
of the attempts of poets 
to penetrate the truth and 
beauty of God becoming 
man:

“New Prince New 
Pomp” by Robert 
Southwell, SJ (1561-1595)

“Behold, a silly tender 
babe

In freezing winter night
In homely manger 

trembling lives; 
Alas! A piteous sight.

Despise him not for lying 
there;

First what he is inquire:
An orient pearl is often 

found
In depths of dirty mire.

This stable is a Prince’s 
court,

The crib his chair of state,
The beasts are parcel of 

his pomp,
The wooden dish his plate.

With joy approach, O 
Christian [fellow],

Do homage to thy King;
And highly praise this 

humble pomp
Which he from heaven 

doth bring.”

“The Blessed Virgin 
Compared to the Air We 
Breathe” by Gerard Manley 
Hopkins, SJ (1844-1889)

This air, which by life’s 
laws,

My lung must draw and 
draw

Now but to breathe its 
praise,

Minds me in many ways
Of her who not only
Gave God’s infinity

Dwindled to infancy
Welcome in womb and 

breast
Birth, milk, and all the rest
But mothers each new 

grace
That does now reach our 

race.”

In case, you were 
wondering, the answer to 
the riddle is: Nothing!
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K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. 
— Ebola ranked 
high on Americans’ 
list of health care 
concerns this fall, 
but not first.

Same story for 
obesity and cancer.

“Do you know what the biggest 
concern was?” asked Sister Maureen 
Hall, SCL, describing the news report 
she’d just heard on the radio while 
driving to a Mass celebrating 25 years 
of the Duchesne Clinic’s presence in 
Kansas City, Kansas.

The answer: “People who do not 
have access to health care,” said Sister 
Maureen, the community director for 
the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth.

Providing care for the poor, the un-
insured, the most vulnerable — those 
who otherwise might not have access 
to health care — is what the Duchesne 
Clinic does every day, and has for a 
quarter of a century in Wyandotte 
County.

The Mass — celebrated at St. Mary-
St. Anthony Church in Kansas City, 
Kansas, the evening of Nov. 18, the 
feast day of St. Rose Philippine Duch-
esne, for whom the clinic is named 
— culminated a year marking this an-
niversary, or “jubilee,” as Sister Mau-
reen likes to refer to it.

And it’s clear to all involved exact-
ly why they do what they do, whether 
they’re staff or volunteers.

“When I was driving down, the 
temperature was 32,” said Sister Mau-
reen. “It’s now below freezing. Per-
haps one of the patients that will walk 
in tomorrow to Duchesne will have 
spent the night outside or in a shelter.”

It is a privilege, she said, to reveal 
God’s love.

The Sisters of Charity of Leaven-
worth and many others have, from 
the beginning, been a vital part of this 
clinic’s story.

25 years of service
This Mass — celebrated by Arch-

bishop Joseph F. Naumann and con-
celebrated by Archbishop Emeritus 
James P. Keleher, Father Joseph Ar-
senault, SSA, Msgr. Michael Mullen, 
Father Gary Pennings and Father An-
thony Ouellette, with Msgr. Gary Ap-
plegate serving as master of ceremo-
nies — recognized all who have been 
part of the clinic’s journey thus far.

“We are absolutely humbled and 
honored by the privilege of just be-
ing able to serve the community and 
patients for 25 years,” said Amy Falk, 
executive director of Caritas Clinics, 
which encompasses the Duchesne 
Clinic in Kansas City, Kansas, and the 
Saint Vincent Clinic in Leavenworth. 
“The outpouring of support from the 
community continues to be over-
whelming.”

Many people have come together 
over the years to make this happen.

In 1986, Sister Rosalie Mahoney, 

SCL, was concerned about the low- 
income people of Leavenworth Coun-
ty who did not have access to health 
care, and her drive paved the way for 
the opening of the Saint Vincent Clin-
ic there.

A few years later, the Sisters of 
Charity of Leavenworth and others in 
the community saw a need for afford-
able, accessible health care for those 
in need in Wyandotte County and 
worked to bring the Duchesne Clinic 
to life in the old St. Anthony School 
in 1989.

It has undergone significant expan-
sions over the years and, in 2013, the 
clinic served 2,108 patients.

Bringing hope
Much has changed in the 20 years 

since Stephen A. Ziller Jr. had seen the 
clinic.

He flew in from Ohio for the Mass 
and reception to honor his father. Ste-
phen Ziller Sr., one of the early doc-
tors of the Duchesne Clinic, died two 
years ago.

The younger Ziller toured the clin-
ic on Nov. 18 and was impressed with 
what he saw. Just walking through the 
waiting area, he noticed how neces-
sary this clinic is.

“It’s wonderful they can get ser-
vices for people who don’t have in-
surance. It’s just heartwarming to see 
after so many years,” he said. “I know 
my father is looking down tonight.”

In his homily, Archbishop Nau-

mann thanked all who have been a 
part of the clinic’s story, recognizing 
the many benefactors in attendance, 
including the Knights and Dames of 
Malta.

Although St. Rose Philippine Duch-
esne wasn’t directly involved in the 
medical profession, said Archbishop 
Naumann, she serves as an example 
of hope and heroism in the face of im-
possible odds.

‘Treated as 
Christ himself ’ 

“We pray that Duchesne Clinic will 
be blessed through the years ahead,” 
said Archbishop Naumann, “and that 
what has happened in these past 25 
years will continue.

“May the patients we’re privileged 
to serve in this clinic,” he continued, 
“go forth from the clinic feeling that 
they were treated as Christ himself.”

Finally, he prayed that those who 
are serving others through the clinic 
will recognize that in their service to 
the sick and the suffering they have 
the “opportunity to minister to the 
suffering Christ in our time.”

The health care world is constant-
ly changing, admitted Sister Maureen, 
but the ministry of Caritas Clinics re-
mains dedicated to the care of its pa-
tients as it enters into its next 25 years 
of service.

“God bless you all,” said Sister 
Maureen. “And let’s continue the sto-
ry.”

serving the suffering christ
leaven photo by JessIca lanGdon

sister maureen hall, scL, community director with the sisters of charity in Leavenworth, thanks supporters during a mass Nov. 18 for 25 years of caring for people in need in wyandotte county 
at the Duchesne clinic. the Duchesne clinic and the saint vincent clinic in Leavenworth make up caritas clinics, inc., and are affiliates of the scL health system.



4  LocaL neWs theleaven.com   |   december 19, 2014

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Even in 
a moment when you’re phys-
ically alone on the Way of St. 
James — the Camino de San-

tiago — you’re never truly by yourself, 
believes Father Michael Stubbs, pastor 
of Holy Cross Parish in Overland Park.

“You’re doing something that millions 
of people have done before you,” he said 
of the pilgrimage that Christians have 
been making since the year 814.

Father Stubbs has hiked the Camino 
Frances, a popular route to Santiago de 
Compostela, Spain, solo.

But this year, two traveling compan-
ions from close to home — Father Peter 
Jaramillo, SSA, and Father Stubbs’ broth-
er Tony Stubbs — made the pilgrimage 
with him, inspired by his previous expe-
rience.

They took a different route this time, 
and the journey along the Camino Prim-
itivo came at an especially powerful time 
for Father Peter, pastor of St. Mary-St. 
Anthony, St. John the Baptist and Holy 
Family parishes in Kansas City, Kansas.

 “It was one of my bucket list desires 
to complete in my life,” said Father Peter.

The timing seemed good, especially 
as his commitment as national spiritual 
adviser for the Cursillo movement — 
which is deeply rooted in the pilgrimage 
concept of the Camino — wound to a 
close.

“And for me, it became a whole lot 
more clear that this is what God intend-
ed for me to do as I reflected on many 
things in my life,” he said.

It was particularly fitting as he pre-
pared to leave Kansas this fall for a mil-
itary deployment in Kosovo to support 
soldiers as chaplain on a peacekeeping 
mission with the Kansas Army National 
Guard 35th Infantry Division.

Although he has ministered with the 
military overseas twice before, the Cami-
no bolstered his spirit as he prepared for 
his third deployment.

Starting early each morning, the men 
walked 10-15 miles a day to complete the 
roughly 200-mile journey that Father Pe-
ter found challenging but fun, exhaust-
ing yet purifying.

Father Peter’s prayer intentions along 
the way included his family — he has 
lost two brothers in the past few years — 
and his parishes, Cursillo, the Society of 
St. Augustine and the military.

He takes to heart the message on the 
pilgrimage of the soul from St. Augus-
tine’s “Confessions” — that hearts are 
restless until they rest in the Lord.

“We journey through this life until we 
find the eternal city of God,” said Father 
Peter.

*********

Tony Stubbs had several friends who 
completed similar pilgrimages several 
times and was intrigued by their experi-
ences, as well as by his brother’s.

The timing worked especially well for 
this summer’s trip because, as his wife 

made plans with her sisters during the 
spring, he struck a deal: “Well, if you’re 
going to do that, I’m going to do this with 
my brother.”

He still wasn’t quite sure what he was 
getting into as the three men planned 
their trip — and also hiked many miles 
along Kansas trails to break in their 
shoes and get used to hauling 35-pound 
backpacks. 

The highlights were many once the 
three reached Spain and started climb-
ing the mountainous paths of the Cami-
no Primitivo, aiming to reach Santiago 
de Compostela in time for the feast day 
of St. James the Greater on July 25.

Tony particularly enjoyed witnessing 
Father Peter and Father Stubbs concel-
ebrating Masses at churches and cathe-
drals.

Midway through their trip, they 
planned to stop to eat and rest in a vil-
lage called La Mesa, he said, which 
means “the table” in Spanish.

But when they arrived, they didn’t 
find what they expected.

“No food, no café, not even a vending 
machine in sight,” said Tony.

So they figured they’d approach it as 
a sacrifice, explained Father Peter. They 
had a bit of fruit and some cookies to 
tide them over.

But they wondered what would hap-
pen if more people turned up expecting 
the same thing — as they soon did.

All said some prayers, and an an-
swer came. One of the new arrivals had 
friends nearby — and a cellphone.

Soon, the group had transportation 
and was able to stock up on supplies.

“We had a wonderful feast among 
these people, among strangers,” said Fa-
ther Peter.

As they broke bread together, they 
thanked God.

“It was a turning point in this whole 
journey,” said Father Peter. “God will 
provide even when you have very little. 
. . . He’ll multiply the goodness.”

*********

Although Father Stubbs’ first journey 
to Santiago was about 500 miles, this 
shorter trek presented more mountain-
ous terrain. The journey was challenging 
physically and can also result in spiritual 
growth, he said.

The interesting people they met es-
pecially moved Father Stubbs — starting 
with the king of Spain, who traditionally 
attends Mass at the cathedral in Santiago 
on the feast of St. James.

But they also met a group of young 
men from Phoenix, a deacon and his 
wife from North Carolina, and also some 
women from North Carolina who played 
bluegrass. 

A couple women that Father Stubbs 
met spoke perfect French. (He majored 
in French in college).

And people from all over the world 
extended hospitality.

“Everyone that you met and came 
across along ‘the Way’ was fantastic,” 
said Tony. “It’s religious for everyone 

for different reasons and in varying                        
degrees,” he said. “My faith was bol-
stered by the observance that people re-
ally can get along and help one another 
when it gets down to the basics.” 

*********

Although the pilgrimage itself has 
ended, it was only the beginning in many 
ways.

It left Father Peter with a sense of 
peacefulness and readiness for his 
months of deployment.

And all three are looking to the future 
— already open to organizing another pil-
grimage along a different way to Santiago.

stay iN touch
Father Peter Jaramillo, SSa, be-

gan his deployment this fall, leav-
ing his three parishes in the care of 
Father Joseph arsenault, SSa, as he 
ministers in Kosovo during a peace-
keeping mission with the Kansas 
army national Guard 35th Infantry 
division.

he expects to return to Kansas in 
april.

Father Peter appreciates the sup-
port he has received from many 
people and asks for prayers while he 
is deployed.

anyone who wishes to write to 
him may send an email to: peter.         
jaramillo@us.army.mil.

photo courtesy oF tony stubbs

from left, father mike stubbs, tony stubbs and father peter Jaramillo, ssa, stand outside a storefront in pola de allande, spain, after a day of walking 
the way of st. James via the camino primitivo. 

two priests and a brother find their ‘Way’

FOUNDATION REPAIR
Cracked • Bowed • Settled Wall 
repair
v Wall Bracing
v Waterproofing
v Steel Underpinning

MUD JACKING                
 raise & Level

v Patios  v Drives  
v Garage Floors
v Slab Houses

Kansas City                                  Lawrence Topeka
(913) 262-9352                             (785) 865-0006 (785) 246-0128

K E A T I N G Mud Jacking

LocaL neWs    5december 19, 2014    |   theleaven.com

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Once 
again, the child protection 
program of the Archdiocese 
of Kansas City in Kansas has 

made the grade.
“The Archdiocese of Kansas City 

in Kansas is in compliance with the 
data collection requirements for the 
2013/2014 Charter audit period,” ac-
cording to a letter sent to Archbish-
op Joseph F. Naumann on Nov. 24 by 
StoneBridge Business Partners.

StoneBridge is a private auditing 
firm commissioned by the U.S. bish-
ops to assess compliance by dioceses 
and eparchies with guidelines first es-
tablished in Dallas in June 2002 by the 
U.S. bishops’ “Charter for the Protec-

tion of Children and Young People.”
“We are very pleased with the re-

sults of the audit by StoneBridge,” said 
Father John Riley, archdiocesan chan-
cellor and safe environment coordina-
tor. “And we are especially grateful to 
all of our pastors and parish and school 

employees and volunteers who help us 
maintain a high level of vigilance.”

Data audits are done annually. Every 
third year, an on-site audit is conduct-
ed. The archdiocese has consistently 
passed its audits since the charter’s im-
plementation.

Auditors usually interview key per-
sonnel at the archdiocesan level, check 
various records retention systems, and 
make visits to parishes, schools and 
other archdiocesan programs. The au-
diting firm itself chooses the sample 
for the on-site audits. 

 The archdiocesan safe environment 
program has three main components: 
the Virtus training program, the arch-
diocesan child protection policy, and 
the reporting requirement.

The archdiocese also has an inde-
pendent review board. When a report 
of abuse is initially received and is in-
vestigated, the board chairman is noti-
fied within 24 hours. It is the board’s 
responsibility to review the case file 
and the results of the investigation 
when completed.

who to caLL
any person who believes that a child is being abused or neglected can make a 

confidential report to the Kansas department for children and Families Protection 
report center at (800) 922-5330.

In addition to reporting to the KPrc, call the archdiocesan confidential report 
line at (913) 647-3051, or dr. dennis Schemmel, victim assistance coordinator, at 
(913) 909-2740.

catholic charities offers access to community counselors through a staff coun-
seling resource line that is monitored by school counselors. through that, callers 
can access local community counselors throughout the 21-county area of the arch-
diocese by calling (913) 433-2100 and indicating the need for crisis counseling.

archdiocese passes child protection audit
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KANSAS CITY, Kan. — All it 
takes is a glimpse at recent 
news  — including the events 
in and related to Ferguson, 

Missouri — to sense that racial ten-
sions are high in the nation.

That fact is not news to Deacon 
Dana Nearmyer, lead archdiocesan 
consultant for evangelization and 
Catholic formation of youth, who has 
long been collaborating with others to 
build bridges between people of many 
different backgrounds.

“Racial division is real in the world,” 
said Deacon Nearmyer.

Yet he sees hope and inspiration as 
well, and that’s one reason he’s looking 
forward to Dec. 30 and a first-of-its-
kind event.

On that date, an assortment of 
youth-centered events will take place 
at ReachKCK (Blessed Sacrament cam-
pus), located at 2215 Parallel Ave., Kan-
sas City, Kansas.

And each will feature musician and 
worship leader Ike Ndolo.

In addition to a workshop for young 
musicians at 2 p.m. and the archdioc-
esan worship and fellowship tradition 
called “One Thing Remains” at night, 
a dinner at 5 p.m. will bring together 
black Catholics from across the arch-
diocese to hear Ndolo’s story and to 
share theirs in return.

“Ike Ndolo will be sharing his per-
sonal story of growing up as a Catho-
lic African-American young man,” said 
Liz Miller, Wyandotte County youth 
outreach coordinator. “His story uses 
a complementary blend of music and 
spoken testimony. We hope to open up 
the room to a guided discussion forum 
as well.”

The dinner/reception is free to the 
public and open to black Catholic fam-
ilies from across the archdiocese, with 

a special invitation to families with 
teens. It is sponsored by the archdioc-
esan youth office, in collaboration with 
the archdiocesan office for black Cath-
olics.

“This is a dream come true for me,” 
said Deacon Nearmyer of the event.

While racial division is real, he said, 
“fellowship and dialogue quickly break 
down division.”

Ndolo, who was born in Missouri to 
Nigerian parents, developed an early 
and lifelong love of music.

Archdiocesan leaders are excited to 
share his musical gifts as well as his 
story.

“Ike Ndolo has a rich history to share 
and we couldn’t let it go unspoken, es-
pecially with our black Catholic fami-

lies who may connect quite personally 
to his sharing of his faith, struggles and 
triumphs,” said Miller.

Miller added that she hopes the 
experience will offer something both 
meaningful and intentional to attend-
ees.

“This will be an evening of not only 
fellowship, but will be spiritually re-
freshing as well,” said Miller.

Attendees are invited to stay for 
“One Thing Remains,” which is open 
to everyone across the archdiocese and 
begins at 7 p.m.

It will start in Blessed Sacrament 
Church with eucharistic adoration and 
worship — with music from Ndolo — 
followed by a reception at ReachKCK, 
which is just across the parking lot.

full schedule for Dec. 30
three events, all tied together, 

will take place in the afternoon and 
evening.

1. teen vIP singer-songwrit-
er-musician clinic with Ike ndolo, a 
musician and worship leader

When: 2-4 p.m.
Where: reachKcK (blessed Sac-

rament campus), 2215 Parallel ave., 
Kansas city, Kansas

2. dinner/reception for black 
catholic youth and families

When: 5 p.m.
Where: reachKcK (blessed Sac-

rament campus), 2215 Parallel ave., 
Kansas city, Kansas

Information: event open to black 
catholic youth and families from 
across the archdiocese; sponsored 
by the archdiocesan youth office in 
collaboration with the archdiocesan 
office for black catholics

3. “one thing remains”
When: 7-9:30 p.m.
Where: blessed Sacrament 

church, 2215 Parallel ave., Kansas 
city, Kansas

Information: Starts with eucha-
ristic adoration as an archdiocesan 
community in the church with arch-
bishop Joseph F. naumann. Ike ndolo 
will lead musical worship. Following 
adoration and prayer, the group will 
cross the parking lot to reachKcK for 
a reception with open-mic-style mu-
sic, art projects, food and fellowship.

“one thing remains” is designed 
for teens and young adults, but par-
ents are also welcome.

there is no cost for the day’s 
events, and registration is not re-
quired.

Black Catholics invited to special year-end youth event

musician and worship leader ike Ndolo will lead an assortment of youth-centered events that will 
take place at reachkck (blessed sacrament campus) in kansas city, kansas, on Dec. 30.
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In the 1980 cult classic film “the blues 
brothers,” elwood and “Joliet” Jake 
visit Sister mary Stigmata at their old 
orphanage, which is threatened with 
foreclosure. 
She challenges them to redeem them-

selves by raising the money needed to 
save the orphanage — legally.  So the 
blues brothers decide to reunite their 
band for a benefit concert.

on the way, they stop at a café run by 
matt “Guitar” murphy and his skeptical 
wife.

“Would it make you feel any better if 
you knew what we’re asking matt here to 
do is a holy thing?” says Jake.

 “You see, we’re on a mission from 
God,” said elwood.

this repeated line becomes the theme 
of the film: We’re on a mission from God.

 So are we all, according to “the mis-
sion of love,” the second chapter of 
“love Is our mission,” the catechesis for 
the 2015 World meeting of Families in 
Philadelphia.

the bible shows how God forms his 
people by making covenants with them. 
God creates us for communion so we will 
learn that love is our mission. and so, 
“God’s way of loving becomes the mea-
sure of human love.”

humility is required for us to conform 
our hearts to God and see the world 
through his eyes.

to aid our “seeing,” God placed in the 
old testament an essential symbol of 
salvation history: the marriage covenant. 

marriage is “an icon of the relationship 
between God and his people.”

but the bible is not sickly sentimental 
about marital love. the rocky relationship 
between God and his people is shown 

warts and all. Israel’s waywardness is de-
scribed as “adultery” and “prostitution.”

God, however, remains steadfast in his 
faithfulness and love toward Israel.

this kind of persevering love isn’t built 
on the shifting sands of sentimentality or 
emotion alone. Sure, emotion is part of it, 
but christian love is also a choice. love is 
“a mission we receive, a disposition we 
accept, a summons to which we submit.”

In the new testament, God contin-
ued the marriage analogy to describe 
the relationship between christ and his 
church. christian marriage is “a descrip-

tion of mutual self-giving.” Saint Paul 
writes:  “husbands, love your wives, just 
as christ loved the church and gave him-
self up for her” (eph 5:25).

thus, the church teaches that mar-
riage is a sacrament and a self-sacrificial 
communion.

Jesus loves the church as his bride — 
proven by his blood that was shed on the 
cross. this love is “the model for the kind 
of mutual love and service needed in ev-
ery christian marriage and family.”

real love — the kind that endures — 
grows from what we give to others. It’s 
radical. It’s liberating. It is — as Jake and 
elwood would agree — a married cou-
ple’s mission from God. 

QuestioNs to coNsiDer
• Why is God’s love like a mar-

riage?
• How is God’s way of loving 

different from our human way of 
loving?

• What is true love and how do 
we recognize it?  In what ways is 
our culture’s idea of romantic love 
the same  and different from God’s 
covenant love?

christ’s love for the church is model for family life

the church teaches that marriage is both a sacrament and a self-sacrificial communion.

editor’s note: This is the second in 
a series of 10 reflections based on the 
catechesis “Love Is Our Mission” for the 
World Meeting of Families in Philadel-
phia on Sept. 22-27, 2015.
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Roberta (Santa) and James Sexton, 
m e m b e r s 
of St. Fran-
cis de Sales 
Parish, lan-
sing, will 
c e l e b r a t e 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 
on dec. 26. 

the couple was married on dec. 26, 1964, 
at Immaculate conception church, leav-
enworth. they will celebrate with a dinner 
at a local establishment with family and 
friends. their children are: Jim Sexton, da-
vid Sexton, Steve Sexton, charlie Sexton, 
and Sandra ruiz. they also have six grand-
children.  

Judie (Crawford) and Bob Moore, 
members of 
Good Shepherd 
Parish, Shawnee, 
will celebrate 
their 50th wed-
ding anniversary 
on dec. 28. the 
couple was mar-
ried on dec. 28, 
1964, at Immac-
ulate conception 
church in valley 
Falls by Father 

michael carroll, oSb. their children are: 
Julie Seuferling, corona, california; ray 
moore, maple Grove, minnesota; and 
Jenne moore, Wichita. they also have four 
grandchildren. an open house celebration 
hosted by their children is planned for 
family and friends.

baptizeD iN christ
archbishop Joseph f. Naumann baptizes samuel francis eggers as part of his effort to show personal support for couples open to raising larger 
families. samuel is the fifth child of stephen and Jeni eggers, parishioners of the st. Lawrence catholic campus center in Lawrence. the next 
baptism by archbishop Naumann will be on Jan. 18 at 2:30 p.m. at mater Dei parish-assumption church,  8th and Jackson, topeka. those inter-
ested in having their third or more child baptized by the archbishop can contact their parish office for more information. additional information 
is also available from the archdiocesan office for liturgy and sacramental life at (913) 647-0330 or online at: liturgy@archkck.org.



phyllis broxterman
Sacred Heart Parish,                
Baileyville
Years working at parish: 
20 (“I look forward to going 
to work,” said broxterman.)
How she’d like to see pa-
rishioners connect more 
deeply: “Get involved with 
the church. nothing is more 
satisfying than helping peo-
ple. Pray a lot.”

DReaM JoB
“She makes it look so 

easy,” said Father ed oen, 
cPPS, pastor of Sacred 
heart Parish in baileyville.

Unlike secretaries at bus-
ier parishes who spend ev-
ery weekday in the office, 
broxterman usually goes in 
once or twice a week, but 
that’s enough to stay on 
top of the parish bulletin 
and other important assign-
ments.

broxterman had always 
been a stay-at-home mom 
to her five boys and one girl, 
but it was always a dream of 
hers to work for the church.

So she was thrilled when 
Father ed Weigel, cPPS, 
then-pastor of Sacred heart, 
brought her on board.

“after I worked for him 
two days — which would 
have been two weeks — he 
said he was leaving,” she 
said.

and so when his replace-
ment, Father al Fey, cPPS, 
came — joined by his sis-
ters — “It was a joy to work 
with him, but we both had 
to learn everything togeth-
er,” said broxterman.

She has always found the 
archdiocesan offices help-
ful.

“You just can’t believe 
how much you can do over 
the phone with the comput-
er,” she said.

but even the computer 
work was a skill she picked 
up on the job.

She once worked in a 
grain elevator office and still 
leans on those bookkeeping 
skills.

“I really love math; book-
keeping is fun to me,” she 
said.

the busiest time of the 
year for her is when the fi-
nancial statements are due.

and although things 
don’t change much in the 
office, christmastime is her 
favorite.

Working for the church 
runs in the family for brox-
terman, whose sister is 
Joyce Klingele — who 
served as secretary to arch-
bishop Joseph F. naumann 
and archbishop James P. 
Keleher before that, before 
retiring.

broxterman believes 
their education at Sts. Peter 
and Paul School in Seneca 
instilled in them a good faith 
foundation.

Father ed is impressed 
with her unwavering energy 
and how people know to call 
her if they need to reach him 
when he’s out and about — 
and she’ll know how to track 
him down.

“People trust and love 
her,” said Father ed. “She 
even directs the parish 
choir.”

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

K
ANSAS CITY, 

Kan. — The 

parish secre-

tary’s voice is 

often the first 

one you’ll hear when you dial 

your church.

From offering words of com-

fort to designing the bulletin, 

the secretary’s duties can vary 

greatly.

“Every single day is differ-

ent,” said Maureen Leiker, long-

time secretary at St. Matthew 

Parish in Topeka. “You come in 

in the morning, and you don’t 

know what the day’s going to 

bring your way.”

In a busy season for the 

church, like the bustling weeks 

of Advent — and soon, Christ-

mas — their work and expertise 

make a world of difference.

But it’s not just during the 

special liturgical seasons that 

their work shines.

“They always say that a good 

parish secretary really runs the 

parish, as they know what and 

who makes things happen,” 

said Father Jerry Volz, pastor 

of Prince of Peace Parish in 

Olathe.

“They are the eyes and ears 

of the community,” agreed Fa-

ther John Torrez, pastor of St. 

Matthew Parish in Topeka.

And although there’s not 

enough room in an entire issue 

to do justice to all the contribu-

tions parish secretaries make, it 

seems only appropriate in this, 

The Leaven’s Christmas issue,  

to acknowledge a few longtime 

fixtures in their parish offices.

‘the eyes and ears of the community’
behInd any Good parIsh 
communIty Is a Good 
church secretary

maureen Leiker
St. Matthew Parish, Topeka
Years working at parish: 20 (“and I love it 
here,” said leiker.)
How she’d like to see parishioners con-
nect more deeply: “I just wish if there 
was something we could help them with, 
they would call us and let us know. . . . I 
would rather have three phone calls telling 
me about something than not hear at all 
when somebody needs prayers or needs 
communion.”

SHaRIng lIveS
maureen leiker shares a special bond 

with St. matthew Parish.
“my parents were charter members,” 

said leiker. her 91-year-old mother is still 
a member.

leiker was born in the spring of 1955, 
but the parish didn’t form until that fall, so 
she wasn’t baptized there.

Since then, however, it’s always been 
home.

She attended St. matthew School and 
went on to hayden high School, where she 
met her high school sweetheart Jim — to 
whom she has been married for 38 years.

their three children also went to St. 
matthew and hayden.

“I guess I kind of stick with things, don’t 
I?” said leiker.

her years at the parish pay off for Fa-
ther John torrez, who arrived this past July 
as pastor.

“It is a blessing to have someone like 
maureen, because she knows almost ev-
eryone and knows a little about everyone’s 
situation and history,” he said. “When 
asked about someone, she is always able 
to respectfully speak of what she knows. 
I believe this is a major reason why so 
many love and respect her. She is without 
a doubt an asset.”

She and others from the parish were 
waiting for him the day he arrived to help 
him move into the rectory, and she had 
even stocked the refrigerator with some 
of his favorites.

“maureen was an excellent ‘director of 
First Impressions’ for St. matthew as she 
was very pleasant to all whom she came in 
contact with,” said Father Jerry volz, previ-
ous pastor at St. matthew and now pastor 
of Prince of Peace Parish in olathe. “and 
since she has been a lifelong member of 
the parish, she really did know most of the 
people.”

 “there are moments of sadness, but 
there’s great joy, and I love the people of 
St. matthew’s,” said leiker. “Getting to 
know the people and sharing their lives — 
I would say that’s the greatest perk.”

mary alice hutley
Immaculate Conception Parish, St. Marys
Years working at parish: 29 (“It’s the 
people I work with,” said hutley.)
How she’d like to see parishioners con-
nect more deeply: “they need to regis-
ter. I think it’s very important that they do 
that. that way, they kind of get to know 
people.”

ConneCtIng
mary alice hutley never planned to 

work for Immaculate conception Parish.
but when in 1985 she called Father 

John erickson, then pastor, to inquire 
about getting two of her sons who had 
graduated from school on the church 
envelope list, he asked if she’d come in 
a couple times a week to help with the 
bulletin, which sometimes kept him busy 
until the last minute before mass.

“Father, I haven’t typed for 23 years,” 
answered hutley.

“It’s just like riding a bike,” assured 
Father erickson, who sometimes found 
himself working on the bulletin on Satur-
day afternoons.

having the money certainly wouldn’t 
hurt, so hutley went to work.

although hutley had grown sons at 
the time, she and her husband richard, 
who died in 2009, hadn’t quite complet-
ed their family yet.

their youngest daughter Pamela came 
along the following year, bringing the to-
tal number of hutley children to 10.

although hutley worked alongside 
priests at parish functions, and some of 
her boys had served mass, working in the 
church office provided a whole new per-
spective.

“my kids really learned to know the 
priests,” said hutley. “It’s just made a dif-
ference.”

they’re human, too, she tells people, 
and she’s thoroughly enjoyed the laugh-
ter and conversations she’s had with all 

of them.
“Father earl [dekat] and I, we used to 

compare what we did as kids,” said hut-
ley. “We did a lot of the same things.”

With some of the priests, though, “I’m 
old enough to be their mother.”

She encourages parishioners, also, to 
get to know their priests.

Priests tend to move around fairly of-
ten compared to hutley’s longevity in the 
parish, said Father ray may, who arrived 
this past summer as pastor.

“I figure working for so long, you learn 
the job better and better every year,” said 
Father may.

“She has such a calming and sooth-
ing demeanor that you can truly see that 
she is a lady of prayer and devotion,” said 
Father John torrez, a previous pastor of 
Immaculate conception and current pas-
tor of St. matthew Parish in topeka. “I be-
lieve this makes her so approachable and 
the reason why so many find her to be a 
joy in the parish. I know I did.”

marilyn krueger 
(Known as “trudie” within the 
parish)
Sacred Heart Parish, Emporia
Years working at parish: 14 (It’s 
always interesting,” said Krueger.)
How she’d like to see parishio-
ners connect more deeply: Get 
involved! “many times through 
the bulletin, I’m trying to let them 
know there are so many things 
people do. We have so many great 
parishioners and such a great par-
ish, and things are happening all 
the time.”

InDISpenSIBle
marilyn Krueger has a great 

view from her window at Sacred 
heart Parish in emporia.

“I can see the school from my 
window, and I enjoy watching [the 
students] run out and scream and 
play,” she said. “When they leave 
in the summertime, it gets a little 
dull around here.”

but then, intensive bible school 
sessions fire up.

there’s always something go-
ing on at the parish, and Krueger 
has a role in orchestrating a lot of 
it.

that can mean there are 
plenty of interruptions, and 
her plate stays pretty full.

“I do love working 
for the church,” said 
Krueger, who spent 
years previously work-
ing in education.

She enjoys start-
ing her day with 
mass.

“my main job is the 
publishing of the bulle-
tin, which I love,” said 
Krueger. “I’ve learned a lot 
through that.”

She helps with church 
records and also 
with managing 
the parish 

hall. In addition, she loves being a 
cantor.

She holds a bereavement group 
and answers questions when calls 
come in during families’ most dif-
ficult times.

She loves working with the 
staff, and also seeing people take 
advantage of everything from 
adult education to prayer groups.

“there are so many ways that 
they could become involved,” she 
said. “all they have to do is call 
me, and I love welcoming new pa-
rishioners.”

“marilyn wears probably about 
15 different hats around here; she’s 
just indispensible,” said Father tom 
dolezal, who arrived at the parish 
in april to serve as pastor.

and he likes to say: “When she 
retires, we’re going to need prob-
ably about three or four people to 
take her place because she is just 
so great.”

the pastor depends heavily on 
the parish secretary, and the posi-
tion requires a sense of the parish 
and knowledge of the organiza-
tions and people to contact.

“Plus just having a good per-
sonality,” he said, and he’s worked 

with some great ones.
“It behooves a 

parish to find a 
good parish 

secretary that 
lives the Gos-
pel — not 
only says it, 
but lives it,” 
said Father 
dolezal. “and 
marilyn truly 

lives the Gos-
pel.”

mary kay traffis
Cathedral of St. Peter, Kansas City, Kansas
Years working at parish: 25 in January 
(I’m here for anybody, any time,” said 
traffis.)
How she’d like to see parishioners con-
nect more deeply: “I think the eucharist 
is one way that you can connect with your 
church, with God, with your fellow man. 
We’re all in the same boat when we walk 
through those doors. nobody’s perfect. . . . 
but we’re all in unison here. It just gives you 
a feeling of ‘I’m not out here alone.’”

ReWaRDIng
 “I don’t think I have a chance on God’s 

green earth,” thought mary Kay traffis in 
January 1990 as she drove the couple of 
minutes home from her interview with 
msgr. henry Gardner at the cathedral of 
St. Peter.

but she left it in God’s hands and, when 

she arrived home just moments later, her 
mother rushed to the door.

“monsignor’s on the phone,” she said. 
“You’d better hurry.”

and with the offer that followed, “I 
walked away from banking and never 
looked back,” said traffis.

this has been among the most reward-
ing and fulfilling things she’s ever done.

Just as when she helped parishioners 
and good friends michael and terry re-
bout coach kids in t-ball, she brings the 
attitude of “thank you for letting me be 
part of it.”

although she went to school at St. 
anthony in Kansas city, Kansas, she was 
raised in the cathedral neighborhood and 
knew its families.

She officially became a member of the 
cathedral parish once she started work-
ing there.

Sad times and changes in peoples 

lives — from divorces to people who have 
to move from the neighborhood — bring 
some of the more difficult times for her, 
and she hopes people know their church 
is always there for them.

“the door is always open; we always 
care,” she said. “one of the most difficult 
things is trying to get across to people that 
we’re here for you no matter what goes on 
in your life. and so is God, so is Jesus.”

christmas is one of her favorite times 
of the year to work for the church.

“Watching the faces of the children 
delighting,” she said.

and she also believes that christmas 
doesn’t end in January for cathedral pa-
rishioners.

She has a front-row seat for their reg-
ular food drives, the way they serve the 
homeless, the way they care.

“this is a parish that does christmas 
all year long,” said traffis.

leaven photo by douG hesse
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By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
The apostolic visitation of 
U.S. communities of religious 
women, though initially met 

with some resistance, ended up pro-
moting a greater sense of unity in the 
church and helped the women become 
more aware of how God is working in 
their lives, said the prefect of the Con-
gregation for Institutes of Consecrated 
Life and Societies of Apostolic Life.

“May the self-assessment and dia-
logue sparked by the apostolic visita-
tion continue to bear abundant fruit for 
the revitalization and strengthening of 
religious institutes in fidelity to Christ, 
to the church and to their founding 
charisms,” said Cardinal Joao Braz de 
Aviz, the prefect, at a Dec. 16 news con-
ference at the Vatican.

The apostolic visitation, carried out 
between 2009 and 2012, concluded with 
the publication of a final report summa-
rizing the problems and challenges the 
apostolic visitors and the women them-
selves see in their communities.

Joining Cardinal Braz de Aviz for the 
presentation of the report were: Arch-
bishop Jose Rodriguez Carballo, con-
gregation secretary; Mother Mary Clare 
Millea, superior general of the Apostles 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the ap-
ostolic visitor appointed by the Vatican; 
Mother Agnes Mary Donovan, superior 
general of the Sisters of Life and chair-
person of the Council of Major Supe-
riors of Women Religious; and Sister 
Sharon Holland, vice president of the 
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary and president of the Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious.

The Sisters attended Pope Francis’ 
private Mass that morning and spoke 
to him briefly afterward. Mother Clare 

said the pope thanked her for fulfilling 
the “long and arduous task.” She asked 
the pope if he had a message for the U.S. 
Sisters and he responded, “Please tell 
them I send my blessings to them all.”

Mother Clare, speaking to Catho-
lic News Service, said one thing she 
kept in mind during the visitation was 
the experience of her order’s founder, 
Mother Clelia Merloni. Because of “in-
ternal conflicts and jealousies,” she was 
denounced to the Vatican. “She was 
subjected to an apostolic visitation, re-
moved from office and lived outside the 
congregation for 12 years.” Now “we are 
very close to her beatification,” Mother 
Clare said.

Her suffering “very deeply touched 

my approach to the visitation,” she said, 
“knowing the sacredness of every Sister, 
the sacredness of every congregation, 
so I could not treat them with anything 
but total respect.”

In addition to the 5,000-word final 
report, Cardinal Braz de Aviz said, “in-
dividual reports will be sent to those 
institutes which hosted an on-site vis-
itation and to those institutes whose 
individual reports indicated areas of 
concern — because there are some of 
those, too.”

Archbishop Rodriguez told reporters 
that the Vatican would not publish the 
individual reports out of respect for the 
communities involved.

Mother Millea, who said she initially 

was “overwhelmed” by the “enormous 
task” of conducting the visitation, told 
reporters, “I now understand as never 
before how enriched and blessed the 
church in the United States is because 
of the myriad experiences and gifts of 
its current 50,000 women religious and 
the multitudes of dedicated women 
who have preceded us.”

Her voice breaking with emotion, 
Mother Millea thanked the congrega-
tion leaders “for hearing our voices, our 
concerns and our goodwill, and for re-
sponding to us with sensitivity, respect 
and clarity. Your message to us today 
shows that you do understand our on-
going struggle to faithfully serve the 
church in challenging times, despite 
our shortcomings and limitations.”

Sister Holland told reporters that 
the expressed purpose of the visita-
tion when it began — “to look into the 
quality of life of religious women in the 
United States” — “was troubling. Some 
congregations reported that their elder 
Sisters felt that their whole lives had 
been judged and found wanting.”

However, she said, the final report is 
“affirmative and realistic,” reflecting the 
vast range of experiences of U.S. com-
munities of women religious and the 
complex social, religious and economic 
factors that have contributed to the de-
clining number of Sisters in the United 
States, their financial difficulties and 
their struggles to discern how best to 
organize their ministries as well as their 
community life.

Responding to a question, she said 
she worries about those Sisters who 
are still angry that the visitation took 
place, but they need someone to listen 
to them. 

“It is not healthy to remain angry,” 
she said. “Sometimes when we are fear-
ful and feel powerless, we externalize 
that in anger.”

though painful, visitation was positive, speakers say

cns photo/paul harInG

mother mary clare millea, superior general of the apostles of the sacred heart of Jesus, speaks 
during a Dec. 16 vatican press conference on the release of the final report of a vatican-ordered 
investigation of u.s. communities of women religious. mother millea was the vatican-appointed 
director of the visitation. at left is basilian father thomas rosica, ceo of canada’s salt and Light 
media foundation and assistant to the visitation committee. 
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By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Leaving their habits behind 
and disguised along with po-
lice in regular clothes, a small 

group of three or four nuns raid broth-
els in Kolkata, India, at night, snatching 
young women and girls as young as 12 
from the clutches of their captors.

In four years, “we have put 30 traf-
fickers in jail,” Sister Sharmi D’Souza, a 
member of the Sisters of Mary Immac-
ulate, told journalists at a Vatican news 
conference Dec. 10. She and a number 
of other religious women attended 
the event that presented Pope Francis’ 
World Day of Peace message, which 
urged everyone to fight modern forms 
of slavery.

“In one night, we saved 37 girls,” she 
said, adding that 10 were minors. The 
Sisters take the women to safety and 
offer them support and assistance; the 
women also provide critical informa-
tion to police, such as names of traffick-
ers and the location of other brothels.

If police refuse to go with the nuns 
on a raid because they have been bribed 
by traffickers, the nuns go to someone 
higher up on the chain of command, 
“and they take action,” she said.

“We never go alone. We go along 
with other NGOs together. But we need 
our pastors to come along with us, our 
bishops, our priests to support us, be-
cause if they are with us we can still do 
more,” she said.

The ongoing call to get more priests 

and men religious active in the fight 
against trafficking was reiterated by a 
U.S. priest in the audience during the 
question-and-answer portion of the 
news conference.

“The presence of such dedicated 
women religious is extraordinary. The 
absence of priests and male religious [at 
the news conference] is even more no-
ticeable,” said Father Jeffrey Bayhi, pas-
tor of St. John the Baptist and Our Lady 
of the Assumption churches in Zachary, 
Louisiana.

Father Bayhi suggested the church 

develop a short practical guide to help 
priests develop homilies for the day of 
prayer, as well as offer courses or in-
formation for priests and seminarians 
about human trafficking.

While women religious are on the 
streets helping victims, priests need to 
take advantage of “the pulpit” to speak 
out against the exploitation of other hu-
man beings.

“That’s the one microphone we have 
got worldwide, that the priest in the 
church can help educate” others, he 
said.

Sister Monica Chikwe, a member of 
the Hospitaler Sisters of Mercy who 
works with trafficked Nigerian women 
in Italy, said former victims sometimes 
become traffickers themselves, deceiv-
ing others into thinking they can go 
abroad to make lots of money.

Women and girls keep falling prey 
to traffickers because even rescued vic-
tims who are ready to start a new life 
back home never explain what real-
ly happened to them and the risks in-
volved, she said.

Sister Chikwe said prevention pro-
grams are aimed at schools and families 
because family members, too, traffic 
their children.

Father Bayhi, who is currently trying 
to build a shelter for exploited minors, 
said a number of youths they are rescu-
ing from exploitation and prostitution 
are children who were being trafficked 
by a parent, close relative or guardian.

Father Bayhi said Consolata Sister 
Eugenia Bonetti, the head of anti-traf-
ficking initiatives for the Italian Union 
of Major Superiors, helped educate 
Louisiana state officials about the prob-
lem and “we’ve had 500 arrests in the 
last two years.” 

Sister Bonetti said the only way to 
help potential victims or people at risk 
is to go to them — “direct contact,” 
which is why she and her community 
hit the streets of Rome late at night and 
speak to foreign women who have been 
trafficked into prostitution.

“We tell them there is an alternative” 
and that they can be free, she said.

Nuns face off against sex traffickers

cns photo/pIyal adhIKary, epa

indian sex workers attend a rally for their rights in the red-light district of kolkata, india, Nov. 8. 
a small group of nuns join police to raid brothels in kolkata at night, snatching young women and 
girls as young as 12 from the clutches of their captors. 



employment
benefit specialist position - the archdiocese of Kansas 
city in Kansas has an immediate opening for a benefit 
specialist position. the individual will assist the office of 
human resources with all aspects of the archdiocesan 
benefit plans. Ideal candidate will be a practicing catholic 
in good standing; with 3-5 years experience in employee 
benefits or business administration. must demonstrate 
attention to detail, mathematical aptitude, multitask-
ing, excellent communication skills, verbal and written, 
microsoft office proficiency, data entry including 10 key, 
and familiarity with multifunctional databases. position 
requires a bachelor’s degree in business administration 
or related field and experience in benefit administration, 
or equivalent business administration experience with a 
minimum of three years of benefit administration. a com-
plete job description, application and benefits information 
are available on the website at: www.archkck.org/jobs. 
Qualified individuals should submit cover letter, resume, 
and application (available on website) by dec. 31 to: jobs@         
archkck.org  or mail to: archdiocese of Kansas city in Kan-
sas, office of human resources, benefit specialist search, 
12615 parallel pkwy., Kansas city, Ks 66109. 

Data entry - the archdiocese of Kansas city in Kansas has 
an immediate opening for a temporary data entry position. 
the individual will assist the office of stewardship and de-
velopment during the busy call to share annual appeal. 
Required hours will be 30+ hours per week beginning in 
mid-January with approximate end date in late march. re-
quires reliability, collaborative demeanor and demonstrated 
data entry skills. Full job description is available online at: 
www.archkck.org/jobs. Qualified individuals should email 
cover letter, resume, and application (available on archdioc-
esan website) to: jobs@archkck.org by dec. 31. may also be 
mailed to: archdiocese of Kansas city in Kansas, office of 
human resources, stewardship – data entry search, 12615 
parallel pkwy., Kansas city, Ks 66109.

principal - John paul II school, overland park, has an 
opening for principal beginning in the 2015-16 school 
year. John paul II currently has an enrollment of 245 and 
employs 22 teachers in grades pre-K through 8th. the 
school is sponsored by 2 parishes, Queen of the holy ro-
sary, overland park, and st. pius, mission, and is governed 
by a board of trustees. applicants for principal must be 
practicing catholics, understand the mission of catholic 
education, and have or be eligible for Kansas licensure in 
educational leadership. please send resume and creden-
tials to: Superintendent Dr. Kathleen A. O’Hara, Catholic 
school office, 12615 parallel pkwy., Kansas city, Ks 66109. 
review of applications will begin immediately. deadline 
for applications is Jan. 12. 

principal - st. James school seeks a leader committed 
to catholic education with excellent leadership, commu-
nication and motivational skills. candidates must be a 
practicing Catholic, have a master’s degree in educational 
administration, teaching experience in catholic schools 
and preferably 3 or more years of administrative experi-
ence. st. James is a parish school serving preschool - 8th 
grade with an enrollment of approximately 375 students 
and a staff of more than 25. st. James is located north of 
the river in liberty, missouri. applications will be accept-
ed until dec. 24. apply online at: http://app.hireology.
com/s/32035.

financial representatives - due to the success and 
growth of the Knights of columbus, we are adding a fi-
nancial representative in the Kansas city metro, topeka, 
and Garnett - Greeley area. Ideal for a determined, high 
energy, high expectation, professional, self-disciplined, 
independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn 
a better-than-average income. We provide top-rated fi-
nancial products to our members and their families and 
will provide excellent benefits and training. please contact 
John a. mahon, general agent, for more information or an 
interview by sending an email to: john.mahon@kofc.org, 
by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 topeka blvd., to-
peka, Ks 66612.  

Director of administration - st. mark the evangelist 
church, Independence, missouri, is seeking a director of 
administration. this position provides general leadership 
and day-to-day supervision of parish operations in the 
areas of finance/accounting, human resources, payroll/
benefits, property/facility management, stewardship, 
communications, and information systems. Ideal candi-
date will be a practicing catholic in good standing. posi-
tion requires: a bachelor’s degree in business, accounting, 
human resources or related field, or equivalent experi-
ence; 5 years business experience and at least 2 years 
experience leading an organization or large department; 
knowledge of and experience in accounting principles, 
practices and budgeting; knowledge and experience in 
human resources management and employment law; 
proficiency with ms office, excel, Quickbooks (or oth-
er financial accounting application) and ability to learn 
specialized parish software programs quickly; effective 
communication skills and strong presentation skills; ex-
ceptional organizational skills; the ability to work collab-
oratively with diverse groups of people and a high level of 
integrity; experience in other functional areas listed previ-
ously (property/facility management) is beneficial. must 
be able to think strategically while demonstrating a will-
ingness to roll up your sleeves and assist with operational 
tasks when needed. Requires some evenings, weekends 
and on-call availability. employment is contingent upon 
successful completion of background check, completion 
of ethics and Integrity in ministry (eIm) document, and 
attendance at a Virtus Protecting God’s Children program 
at the first available opportunity. please send resume and 

cover letter outlining your qualifications as they relate to 
the position to:  search committee/director of adminis-
tration, st. mark the evangelist catholic church, 3736 s. 
Lee’s Summit Rd., Independence, MO 64055; or send an 
email to: cmasuch@stmarksparish.com. eoe.

servIces
machine quilting - by Jenell Noeth, Basehor. Also, quilts 
made to order. call (913) 724-1837.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. 
call (913) 227-4902.

agua fina irrigation and Landscape 
the one-stop location for your project! 

landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
cleanup and grading services 

it’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

house and office cleaning - honest, reliable; reasonable 
rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. parishioner of 
Good shepherd church. references available. call (913) 
544-6982.

housecleaning - professional, thorough housecleaning. 
competitive pricing. Flexible scheduling. more than 25 
years experience. Johnson county, shawnee, overland 
park, and Wyandotte county areas. call shelly at (913) 
206-2680. please leave a message.

faith-based counseling to cope with life concerns 
- Kansas city area. call mary vorsten, licensed clinical 
professional counselor, at (913) 909-2002.

mike hammer local moving - a full-service mover. 
packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-
tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. no job too 
small. serving Joco since 1987. st. Joseph, shawnee, 
parishioner. call mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an 
email to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. Joco and 
south Kc metro. call pat at  (913) 963-9896.

tree service - pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. safe, insured, professional. 
cristofer estrada, Green solutions of Kc, (913) 378-5872. 
www.GreensolutionsKc.com.

bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced 
catholic attorney, teresa Kidd. For a free consultation, call 
(913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or vis-
it the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. We moved! 
come check out our new office in lenexa. 

complete plumbing and bath
master plumber for your entire home. painting, tile install, 

bath remodeling. onyx collection distributor.
serving Johnson county for 20 years.

member ascension parish; call mike at (913) 488-4930.

for Quickbooks help
call ann evans
(913) 406-9778

member of curé of ars parish

tim the handyman - small jobs, faucets, garbage dispos-
als, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall ceiling 
repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, and gutter 
cleaning. call (913) 526-1844.

home Improvement
the Drywall Doctor, inc. - A unique solution to your dry-
wall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall damage 
— from water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs 
and skim coating. We provide professional, timely repairs 
and leave the job site clean! lead-certified and insured! 
serving the metro since 1997. call (913) 768-6655. 

swalms organizing and Downsizing service - reduc-
ing clutter - enjoy an organized home! basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or tak-
en for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after photos, 
visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. over 20 years of or-
ganizing experience; insured. call tillar at (913) 375-9115.

concrete construction - tear out and replace stamped, 
stained or colored patios and drives. retaining walls, 
footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation and 

hauling. asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; references. 
call dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email to: 

dandeeconst@aol.com.

home improvements - thank you to all my customers for 
being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver transplant. 
If there is new work or warranty work, please don’t hesi-
tate to call. We do windows, siding, doors, decks, exterior 
painting and wood rot. there is no job too big or too small. 
call Joshua doherty at (913) 709-7230.

eL soL y La  tierra
*commercial & residential 

* lawn renovation *mowing
* clean-up and hauling

* dirt grading/installation
* landscape design

* Free estimates
hablamos y escribimos ingles!!

call lupe at (816) 252-3376

sta (sure thing always) home repair - basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. member of 
holy trinity, lenexa.

NeLsoN creatioNs L.L.c.
home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and diane nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

Local handyman and lawn care - mowing, painting, 
wood rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, hon-
ey-do list, hvac and windows. Free estimates. member 
of holy angels parish, basehor. call billy at (913) 927-4118.

adept home improvements
Where quality still counts!

basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

custom countertops - laminates installed within 5 days. 
cambria, granite, and solid surface. competitive prices, 
dependable work. call the top shop, Inc., at (913) 962-
5058. members of st. Joseph, shawnee.

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full line 
of home remodeling services. Don’t move — remodel! 
Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 709-8401. 

house painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. references. reasonable rates. 

call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

heating and cooling repair and replacement - call Joe 
with Jb design and service. licensed and insured with 20 
years experience. member of divine mercy parish. call Joe 
at (913) 915-6887. 

careGIvInG
Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply looking 
to improve your current home care quality, we can help. 
Our unique approach to home care has earned us a 99% 
client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus families 
we have assisted. We are family-owned, with offices in 
lenexa and lawrence. call benefits of home - senior 
care, lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or lawrence: (785) 727-1816 
or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

caregiving - catholic woman with 37 years experience is 
available to care for your loved one in their home. spent 
the past 6 years caring for one client. excellent references 
available. prefer part time. call (913) 579-8914.

caregiving - We provide personal assistance, companion-
ship, care management, and transportation to the elderly 
and disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities. 
We also provide respite care for main caregivers needing 
some personal time. call Daughters & company at (913) 
341-2500 and speak with laurie, debbie or Gary.

caregiver - nursing/companion. I can provide the medical 
care and household management experience. live-in con-
sidered. nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experience. 
call (913) 579-5276.

caregiver - cna home health care specialist provides tlc 
in the comfort of the client’s residence. Available 24 hours, 
affordable, excellent references provided. nonsmoker. call 
(816) 806-8104.

For sale
for sale - at mount calvary cemetery. tandem crypt in 
mausoleum. Today’s selling price is $7,935; offering this 
space for $6,000. call marcie at (913) 712-8124.

for sale - Quilting frame, professional level, full size, in 
excellent condition. If interested, call (913) 764-6546 or 
(913) 530-0007.

free - yamaha electone 405 organ needs a new home. 
upper and lower keyboards with stops for both. 40” high, 
27” deep, 45” wide. bench, instruction manuals and music 
books included. current owners downsizing. you move. 
call (913) 642-4013 between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.

max’s rosaries - custom-made locally for all occasions – 
first communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. ro-
sary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do repairs. 
member of the church of the ascension, overland park. call 
(913) 400-3236.

residential lifts - buy/sell/trade. stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
member of st. michael the archangel parish, leawood. 
call silver cross Kc at (913) 327-5557. 

Wanted to buy
will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
contact tom at (913) 238-2473. member of sacred heart 
parish, shawnee. 

aNtiQues waNteD - I buy older wrist- and pocket watch-
es, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards 
and photographs, babe ruth autographs, pharmaceutical 
drug store soda fountain and military items. call (913) 
642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
renee maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

st. Joseph parish, shawnee

vacatIon
colorado ski vacation - 2 br, 1 ba, furnished, fireplace, 
sleeps 6. next to rec center. pool and hot tub. bus to ski 
area. $145 per night or $900 per week. call (913) 392-
0686.

2015 spring break resort condo - close to all orlando 
attractions, including disney World, universal studios, and 
sea World. march 14-21, 2015. 2 br sleeps 8, full kitchen, 
pool, lake, family-oriented. Golf/shopping nearby. call (816) 
716-4676.

real estate
wanted to buy: I need houses! I buy them as is, with no 
repairs. You can even leave behind what you don’t want. We 
buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. all sales are 
cash with no strings attached. please call mark edmondson 
at (913) 980-4905. holy trinity parish member.  

mIscellaneous
our Lady of hope. catholics with an anglican and meth-
odist heritage. Formal and friendly. visitors welcome.  
mass saturdays at 4 p.m., st. therese little Flower, 5814 
euclid, Kansas city, mo. Fulfills sunday obligation. Father 
ernie davis. dr. bruce prince-Joseph, organist. For more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call 
(816) 729-6776. 
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Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

TOUCH OF HEAVEN
Catholic Store

119 SE 18th   Topeka, KS
(785) 232-2543

Hrs. T-F - 10 a.m. 5:30; Sat. 9 a.m. to noon

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504

December
Single men ages 18-35 are encour-
aged to attend Quo vadis, a dis-
cernment retreat given by the voca-
tion office and archbishop Joseph F. 

naumann at Savior pastoral Center, 12601 
Parallel Pkwy., Kansas city, Kansas. retreat 
master Father nick blaha, Father Scott Wal-
lisch and many of our seminarians will help 
men uncover God’s beautiful plan for them. 
the retreat will be held dec. 19-21, and in-
cludes three conferences, mass, eucharis-
tic adoration, a holy hour and lunch with 
the Sisters, Servants of mary, personal time 
with the archbishop, a seminarian panel, and 
recreation. there is no charge to attend, but 
registration is required. visit the website at: 
kckvocations.com or send an email to: voca-
tion@archkck.org.

the Serra club of Johnson county 
will host the annual seminarian/
parent Mass and luncheon at 
10:30 a.m. on dec. 29. this annu-

al event is sponsored by five regional Ser-
ra clubs. Serrans will join archdiocesan 
seminarians and their parents for a mass 
at ascension Church, 9510 W. 127th St., 
overland Park, with celebrant archbish-
op Joseph F. naumann. the mass will be 

followed by lunch. For more information, 
contact larry Sowers by sending an email 
to: vlang@kc.rr.com. 

the december holy rosary rally 
in honor of our lady of Fatima 
will be held on dec. 14 from 3 - 
4:15 p.m. at christ the King Par-

ish, 8510 Wornall rd., Kansas city, mis-
souri. the  joyful, sorrowful and glorious 
mysteries of the rosary will be prayed, 
followed by benediction and the opportu-
nity for attendees to enroll in the brown 
scapular. For driving instructions or future 
dates for the Kansas city monthly holy 
rosary rallies, visit the website at: www.
rosaryrallieskc.org.

there will be no midnight Mass 
at the Sisters, Servants of Mary 
convent on dec. 24. christmas 
masses will be at 10 p.m. on 

christmas eve and 8:30 a.m. on christ-
mas day.

holy trinity church will host its 
new Year’s eve singles extrava-
ganza on dec. 31 from 8:30 p.m. 
- 12:30 a.m. at the Quigley Cen-

ter, 13600 W. 92nd St., lenexa. Save $5 
on advance tickets and table reservations 
before dec. 20. call Phil at (816) 830-

3827 or send an email to: treasurer.bekc@
gmail.com. the evening includes dJ Zep-
ster, appetizers, drinks and champagne at 
midnight. the cost to attend is $40 at the 
door. Proceeds benefit beginning experi-
ence’s financial assistance fund.

January
St. therese little Flower 
Church, 5814 euclid, Kansas city, 
missouri, will host its annual 
Mass dedicated to Kansas city 

police officers who have died in the line 
of duty at 10 a.m. on Jan. 1. there will be a 
trail of heroes bench dedication in mem-
ory of Sgt. Frank mcnamara. a reception 
will follow. For more information, call cris-
ten huntz at (816) 444-5406.

the monthly pro-life Mass will 
be held at Church of the nativ-
ity, 3800 W. 119th, leawood, on 
Jan. 3 at 8:15 a.m. after mass, 

participants will drive to Planned Parent-
hood, 4401 W. 109th St., overland Park, 
and pray the rosary. Please join in prayer 
and public witness to end abortion.

“optimizing Your Health,” a six-
week program designed for those 
who suffer from chronic illness or 
are caregivers, will be offered on 

Wednesdays, Jan. 7 - Feb. 11, from 1 - 3:30 
p.m. at Keeler Women’s Center, 2220 
central ave., Kansas city, Kansas. to reg-
ister, call (913) 906-8990. materials will 
be provided at no cost to participants.

the curé of ars Singles will host 
their winter wonderland dance 
on Jan. 10 from 7:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
in the school cafeteria, 9401 

mission rd., leawood. the cost to attend 
is $15 at the door. For more information, 
call (913) 631-6873.

Suicide grips hearts and minds 
with a vice that will not let go, 
and with feelings of overwhelm-
ing sadness, grief and loss. Join 

certified grief counselor Sister loretta 
mcGuire, oSb, for “living With the grief 
of Suicide” on Jan. 22 from 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. at Sophia Spirituality Center, 751 
S. 8th St., atchison. For more information 
or to register, call (913) 360-6151 or vis-
it Sophia Spirituality center’s website at:                                                          
www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.com.
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Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

Preserve Your Family’s Wealth!
KEVIN L. PETRACEK, ATTORNEY
JD, LL.M.-Taxation, CPA, CFP®
Parman & Easterday

Estate Planning · Wills · Trusts · Probate · Elder Law
(4th Degree K of C Member)
Call for a Free Initial Consultation
10740 Nall Avenue, Suite 160, Overland Park, KS 66211
(913) 385-9400 · www.parmanlaw.com

Also Serving Topeka, Lawrence, Emporia and Neighboring Communities
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Since we elect our 
government leaders 
in this country, the 
concept of a royal 

dynasty may sound some-
what foreign to us. At the 
same time, there are a few 
families, such as the Kenne-
dys and Bushes, which have 
managed to enjoy some 
success in that direction.

In Sunday’s first reading 
— 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 — 
God promises to establish 
a great dynasty made up of 
David’s descendants: “The 
Lord also reveals to you that 
he will establish a house for 
you. . . . Your house and your 
kingdom shall endure for-
ever before me; your throne 
shall stand firm forever.”

David’s immediate suc-
cessor, Solomon, largely 
lives up to that promise. But 

after him, the kings of Judah, 
for the most part, fail to 
rule as effectively as David 
had. The kingdom goes into 
decline, splits into two, and 
eventually falls to the Assyr-
ian Empire. All appears to 
be lost.

Despite that, the promise 
made to David endures and 
continues to give hope. It 

gives rise to the belief that a 
descendant of David would 
restore the kingdom and ful-
fill the promise God made to 
David. Such a massive task 
would require a descendant 
of the same stature as David, 
if not greater. This descen-
dant would be the Messiah, 
the anointed one. 

That is why the Gospels 
emphasize David as the 
ancestor of Jesus. People 
address Jesus as “Son of 
David” (Lk 18:38; Mt 21: 9) 
When they do that, they 
are in effect calling him the 
Messiah. Even the apostle 
Paul, who otherwise does 
not appear to know much 
about Jesus’ earlier life, 
knows this important detail 
about his origins (Rom 1:3). 

And as we approach 
Christmas, we recall that Je-

sus was born in Bethlehem, 
because Joseph “was of the 
house and family of David.” 
Both the Gospel of Luke 
and the Gospel of Matthew, 
which supply accounts of 
Jesus’ birth, agree on that 
point, while they diverge in 
many other respects.   

The title of “Son of 
David,” which held so great 
importance for people at 
the time of Jesus, does not 
resonate with us now in 
quite the same way. For 
them, it identified Jesus as 
the Messiah, the one who 
would fulfill all their hopes. 
And yet, that is what we 
share in common with them. 
Whether we call him the 
Son of David or not, Jesus is 
the one who will fulfill our 
hopes. He is the one God 
has sent to us.

For me, Christmas is a 
time for stories. Each 
year, of course, we 
hear the great story 

of the birth of Jesus at Beth-
lehem. Our families, too, 
retell memorable stories as 
we gather to celebrate. 

Since I consider Leaven 
readers a part of my extend-
ed family, here’s a Christmas 
tale for you to enjoy. It was 
originally told by Pastor Bob 
Russell: 

It looked like Stella 
Thornhope would be alone 
at Christmas. Her hus-
band had died of cancer a 
few months before. Now, 
a couple of days before 
Christmas, she was snowed 
in, with her children unable 
to travel to her. She decided 
not to bother with decorat-
ing the house. Time seemed 
to drag by.

Late in the afternoon, 
the doorbell rang. It was a 
delivery boy carrying a box. 
He asked her to sign for the 
package. 

After she did, she asked, 
“What’s in the box?” 

With a smile and a flour-
ish, the young man opened 
the box. Inside was a little 
puppy, a golden Labrador 
retriever. The delivery boy 
picked up the squirming 
pup and said, “This is for 
you, ma’am. He’s six weeks 
old, completely housebro-
ken.”

“Who sent this?” Stella 

asked.
The young man set the 

animal back down and gave 
her a book, “How to Care 
for Your Labrador Retriev-
er.” He then handed her an 
envelope and said, “It’s all 
explained in here, ma’am. 
The dog was bought last 
July while its mother was 
still pregnant. It was meant 
to be a Christmas gift to 
you.” 

As the young man turned 
to leave, Stella asked again, 
“But who sent this puppy?”

 “It was your husband, 
ma’am,” he replied. “Merry 
Christmas!”

With shaking hands, 
Stella opened the letter. It 
was, indeed, from her hus-
band, written three weeks 
before he died. He’d left it 
with the kennel owners to 
be delivered with the puppy 
at Christmas. Her husband 
encouraged her to be strong 
and said he was eagerly 

waiting for the day when 
she would join him. He had 
sent her this young animal, 
he wrote, to keep her com-
pany until then.

Smiling, Stella picked up 
the golden furry ball and 
held it up to her neck. Then 
she looked out the window 
at the twinkling lights that 
outlined the neighbor’s 
house. Suddenly, she felt the 
most amazing sensation of 
peace. Her heart felt a won-
der greater than the grief 
and loneliness.

“Hey, little fella,” she 
said to the puppy, “it’s just 
you and me. But you know 
what? There’s a box down 
in the basement that’s got 
a little Christmas tree in it 
and some decorations and 
some lights that are going to 
impress the heck out of you. 
And there’s even a manger 
scene down there. Let’s go 
get them!” 

As the puppy romped 
around and Stella set up the 
Nativity, she realized that 
God has a way of sending 
unexpected signals to re-
mind us that life is stronger 
than death, and light more 
powerful than darkness. All 
we have to do is open the 
box and believe. (Adapted 
from “1001 Illustrations That 
Connect,” by Craig Brian 
Larson and Phyllis Ten 
Elshof, general editors.)

Open the box and believe. 
Who could imagine that that 

simple box would have such 
a profound effect on this 
woman?

Christmas Day, I think, is 
meant to do the same for us. 
It’s not the end of a season, 
but only its beginning. Most 
folks don’t understand this. 
They spend loads of time 
and energy (and money) 
rushing around to prepare 
for Christmas Day. Then, 
when Dec. 25 is over, people 
are ready to throw the 
Baby out with the shedding 
Christmas tree.

That’s not how it’s sup-
posed to be for us Chris-
tians. Christmas Day is 
the box that we open to a 
season of celebration, from 
Dec. 25 until the Baptism of 
the Lord on Jan. 11 this year. 
Shoot, even the Twelve Days 
of Christmas aren’t enough 
for God’s people; we add on 
five more!

Why not make this the 
year that you keep Christ-
mas as it’s meant to be. 
Celebrate all through this 
entire special season: Don’t 
stop playing your Christmas 
music, leave your lights 
burning, present some small 
gifts to one another, feast 
and laugh with family and 
friends.

It really is possible to do. 
You just have to open the 
box and believe.  
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Father 
marK GoldasIch
Father mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
sacred heart parish in tonganoxie. he 
has been editor of the leaven since 1989.

mark my worDs

the promise made to david endures

Father mIKe stubbs
Father mike stubbs is the pastor of 
holy cross parish in overland park and 
has a degree in scripture from harvard 
university.

iN the beGiNNiNG

scripture reaDiNGs

Fourth WeeK oF advent

dec. 21
Fourth sunday oF advent
2 sm 7: 1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
ps 89: 2-5, 27, 29
rom 16: 25-27
lk 1: 26-38

dec. 22
monday
1 sm 1: 24-28
(ps) 1 sm 2: 1, 4-7, 8a-d
lk 1: 46-56

dec. 23
John of Kanty, priest
mal 3: 1-4, 23-24
ps 25: 4-5b, 8-10, 14
lk 1: 57-66

dec. 24
Wednesday
2 sm 7: 1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
ps 89: 2-5, 27, 29
lk 1: 67-79

dec. 25
the natIvIty oF the lord (nIGht)
Is 9: 1-6
ps 96: 1-3, 11-13
ti 2: 11-14
lk 2: 1-14

dec. 26
stephen, the FIrst martyr
acts 6: 8-10; 7: 54-59
ps 31: 3cd-4, 6-8b, 16bc, 17
mt 10: 17-22

dec. 27
John, apostle, evanGelIst
1 Jn 1: 1-4
ps 97: 1-2, 5-6, 11-12
Jn 20: 2-8

pope fraNcis
as his international council of cardinals 

began a three-day meeting to discuss the re-
form of the roman curia, Pope Francis said that 
having a perfect organizational chart for the 
church won’t guarantee that the church fulfills 
its mission of bringing people to christ. cele-
brating an early morning mass in the chapel of 
his residence on dec. 9, Pope Francis prayed 

that “the lord would give us the grace to work, 
to be joyful christians,” who generate and raise 
new members, and “help us not fall into the at-
titude of those sad, impatient, distrusting, anx-
ious christians who have everything perfect in 
the church, but don’t have ‘children.’” 

commenting on the Gospel story from mt 
18:12-14 about the shepherd who leaves his 
99 sheep to go in search of the one lost sheep, 
Pope Francis said the shepherd could have ap-

proached the situation like a “good business-
man: ‘Well, there’s still 99. If one is lost, it’s 
not a problem.’ the final balance, earnings and 
losses” are what counts. but instead of having 
a businessman’s head, the Gospel protagonist 
“has a shepherd’s heart. he goes out looking 
until he finds the one lost and celebrates; he’s 
joyful,” the pope said, according to vatican ra-
dio.

— cns

she let her christmas go to the dog
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Wedding 
days are 
filled 

with anticipation, 
hopes and dreams. 

So much happens in a 
short period of time. For 
many or most couples, it is 
“our day.” That is true. 

But that word “our” is not 
confined to the bride and 
groom. As Christians, that 
“our” includes the church! 
The church offers each 
couple coming for marriage 
a mission: to love and serve 
your spouse and, if you are 
so blessed, your children, 
with the unselfish love of 
Christ.

Here are some practical 
ways to accept and answer 
this holy calling:

1.  Be eager to seek and 
offer forgiveness. So often 
in a busy day, the pressures 
of life overwhelm us. We are 
impatient with each other as 

demonstrated by our words 
or even our facial expres-
sions. When this occurs, 
stop, name the unloving act 
and ask for forgiveness. The 
one who offers forgiveness 
should be lavish in affirming 
the goodness of their be-
loved! Let your children see 
this model of forgiving love. 
When they were baptized, 
you agreed to be the first 
and best teachers of your 
children. Remember: Never 
let the sun set on a hurt 
between you. 

2. In the coming days, 
there will be times when 
your spouse or children 
come to you looking for 
someone who will just listen 
to their cares, worries or 
frustrations. Resist the urge 

to fix a problem. Just listen! 
Put the iPhone, laptop, and 
the TV aside and sit close 
to or next to the person. 
How affirming is it when 
someone puts everything 
else aside and just focuses 
on you! 

3. Affirm the goodness 
of your spouse and your 
children on a daily basis. 
This time of year is filled 
with spending our time and 
money at the mall looking 
for the perfect gift. This is 
good, but there are some 
gifts that money can’t buy, 
in terms of what they mean 
to those who receive them. 
One such gift is affirmation. 
Pray each morning and 
night to God to help you 
see the goodness that he 

sees in your spouse or your 
child. Share those affirma-
tions over breakfast or just 
before bedtime with a hug 
and a kiss. How easy it is to 
criticize! This practice of 
affirmation will help elimi-
nate the pain of criticism in 
your family.

If you are currently 
single, this same mission is 
yours as well. The mission 
of the family is to love! We 
are all part of a family —
either as a spouse, parent, 
grandparent, sister, brother, 
aunt or uncle. Make this 
your mission as well. 

 Accept this holy calling 
and lay your lives down for 
one another as your gift to 
Jesus this Christmas!

What did you agree to on your wedding day?

be part of the solution this legislative session

Much as Ca-
tholicism 
is not an 

hour-a-week occu-
pation, neither is 
American citizenship 
a once-every-four-
years activity. 

Most people lack the time 
(and the masochistic streak) 
to live and breathe politics 
24 hours a day; nonetheless, 
all who would live in a free 
and just society must make 
time to discharge the duties of 
citizenship.

Yes, citizenship means 
duties, not just rights. Accord-
ing to the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, “service of 

the common good require[s] 
citizens to fulfill their roles in 
the life of the political com-
munity” (2239).

The catechism also re-
minds us that “a community 
of a higher order should not 
interfere in the internal life of 
a community of a lower order, 
depriving the latter of its 

functions” (1883). This is the 
crucial, but largely ignored, 
principle of subsidiary. The 
corollary to this principle is 
not found in the catechism 
but goes something like 
this: If you complain about 
overreach by the federal 
government, but yourself 
ignore politics at the state and 
local level, you’re part of the 
problem.

So become part of the 
solution. In just over three 
weeks, the Kansas Legislature 
will begin its 2015 session. It 
will consider several issues 
important to Catholics. Do 
not stay on the sidelines.

Life: There are around one 
million abortions a year in 
this country and over 7,000 in 
Kansas. If we believe what we 
say we believe, this is evil of 
massive proportions occur-

ring in our very midst. This is 
the preeminent human rights 
issue of our time.

Religious freedom: The 
courts have struck down 
Kansas’ marriage amendment, 
deriding as irrational the idea 
that marriage is in its very es-
sence the coming together of 
the male and the female, and 
that every child deserves a 
mom and a dad. Government 
agencies have begun to pun-
ish Christians who decline to 
service same-sex weddings. 
Google the name Barronelle 
Stutzman to get a taste of 
what’s coming.

Usury: There was once 
wide consensus on what the 
church has always taught: that 
the charging of exorbitant 
interest rates is wrong. After 
the financial disasters of the 
last decade, now may be an 

opportune time to exam-
ine the effects on society of 
lending practices that ensnare 
— often by design — the 
financially vulnerable.

Capital punishment: 
This is not a question of what 
those convicted of the most 
heinous crimes deserve, for 
they deserve what no civi-
lized society would ever al-
low. We do not take an eye for 
an eye. “Vengeance is mine,  
I will repay, says the Lord” 
(Rom 12:19). Trusting in those 
words, if we mortals can keep 
society safe without the spill-
ing of blood, we should.

Feeling alienated from the 
political process?  Sign up 
for Kansas Catholic Confer-
ence action alerts so we can 
help you make a difference 
in these and other important 
fights. 

famiLy matters

Deacon 
tony ZImmerman
deacon tony Zimmerman is the lead 
archdiocesan consultant for the 
office of marriage and family life.

church aND state

Michael
schuttloFFel
michael schuttloffel is the 
executive director of the 
Kansas catholic conference.
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tower of power
archbishop Joseph f. Naumann and bishop 
robert finn bless the keXs 1190 am catholic 
radio tower in kansas city, missouri, on Dec. 
11. the bishops also blessed the radio station 
earlier.

leaven photo by douG hesse

state champs
roeland park’s bishop miege high school ju-
nior running back Dawson Downing rushes 
the football during the class 4a state football 
championship game in topeka versus hayden 
high school of topeka. bishop miege captured 
the title by a score of 42-35. the class 4a title 
game was one of two state football champion-
ship games, featuring three archdiocesan high 
schools. in a second game, st. thomas aqui-
nas high school of overland park competed 
against bishop carroll high school of wichita 
for the class 5a state championship in pitts-
burg, falling by a score of 39-7.

leaven photo by marc anderson

maNy bLessiNGs
archbishop Joseph f. Naumann 
blesses the new crucifix at church 
of the ascension in overland park 
on Dec. 15. the archbishop later 
blessed the parish’s new st. pere-
grine statue.

leaven photo by douG hesse

payiNG it forwarD
the students at st. ann school in prairie village load up the new stuffed animals, games, 
clothes, gift cards, and personal items they collected as part of the school’s red bag 
program. the donated items go to area foster children. the program is a 31-year tradition 
at the school.

leaven photo by Joe mcsorley


